
Student Government Association  Joint Minutes 
October 8, 2015 

 

Agenda 

- Attendance 
- Correspondence: Dr. Sharfman 

- The “Core”: 
- Outside of the explorative series, the Core program has not changed in roughly ten years 
- Recently received a grant from the Mellon Foundation 

- Will fund the exploration series and broadening of the core 
- “Core school” held over the summer 

- Idea of altering the Core brought up and a survey was developed to pin-point what 
faculty likes/dislikes about the current program 

- Difficult to staff the 300 level because it requires a deep understanding of a small 
group of topics (medieval history, etc.) 

- Would reduce the core by three hours 
- 300 level could be combined into a one semester course 

- Surveyed alums and faculty over the summer 
- We now have a core committee with two students 

- A survey will be sent to juniors and seniors that parallels the one sent to faculty last 
year 

- Dr. Maar: Explorative classes 
- For the future, there are discussions about: sequencing would be changed, some 

classes would be combined, order beyond sophomore year would change 
- Dr. Maar will pilot an explorations class in the spring and discussions will follow, 

should everything go well, and the new approach will go in play next fall (2016) 
- Public Health -- Panel next Thursday 

- Public health committee put together to help with internships, classes, projects  
- Can help students narrow down where they want to go/what they want to do before 

graduation 
- Faculty is REALLY excited for this program 

- Change in honors program: 
- Faculty meeting last week - voted to change the honors program 
- Goals: 

- To do a better job mentoring students writing their thesis 
- To help students who come in with honors finish with honors 

- Students in honors would take the same classes but to get the “H” on their transcript, 
they will have to take on a heavier, more involved workload 

- The “H” would qualify the course as honors  
- These would be coupled with research, experiential learning, trips, etc.  
- Essentially, no more designated honors classes  

- Labor day: 
- Having classes on Labor Day this year will allow for us to get out 4 days earlier 
- We WILL have it off in 2016 

- Sports management course confirmed but the program itself is still in planning 
- Reading of the minutes 
- Reports: 



- Advisors  
- Fall break this weekend! Residence halls will not close but please stay safe 
- Board of Trustees will be on campus, students will not be allowed on the second floor of the 

TLCC between 5-8pm (dinner will be served on the lower floor) 
- Meeting will be in the Earl Dolive theatre next week 

- Committee Reports: 
- Community Involvement 

- ADA signs are in order, we will get proofs soon 
- Blue lights: still waiting to hear back from Mr. Lance Knight and Director Smalls 

- Priced at roughly $2500 per light station 
- Academic Affairs 

- Dr. Ray has suggested to allow students to volunteer with singers or the theatre to 
replace their Art and Culture/Music and Culture requirement 

- Food and Health 
- Communications 

- Instagram account in the works 
- “OU goes Green” -- Partnership with ECOS 
- Going to start advertising the Oglethorpe app 

- Executive Reports: 
- Vice President of Programming 

- Met with the Boars’ Head committee  
- SGA may need to volunteer for crowd control 

- Class presidents: 
- Senior 

- Met last week to talk about possible senior gifts 
- Senior Toast on the 27th 

- Junior 
- Ice Cream social on the 26th 

- Sophomore 
- No report 

- Freshman 
- “Freshmas” tree is in the works! 

- Treasurer 
- Total before the reserve: $31,770.19 
- Reserve will become available in November 
- Funded last week: 

- Chi Phi 
- Junior class 

- Secretary 
- Please see me if you have any questions about absences/attendance  

- Parliamentarian 
- Looking through and comparing the constitution with other schools’ over the 

weekend 
- May visit the GA Tech SGA in coming weeks 

- Vice President of Senate 
- Chris, Alex, and Sebastian will return next week but this will be Melissa’s last week 

(she will still play an active role within SGA, however. Mac will step in for her during 
meetings) 

- Ignacio will also have his last week this week 
- Thanks Stephen for stepping in! 



- President 
- Dean Hall would love to see umbrellas put in buildings 
- Gables pricing will be out next week! 

- Old Business 
- Retreat details 

- SUNDAY of Martin Luther King Weekend (January 17) 
- Breakfast and lunch will be provided, it will most likely not go over 4pm 

- Library water fountain 
- Roughly $4000 for a five-year contract ($59.95/month) 
- Will have to vote as a body  
- Tabled until we have a final proposal 

- New Business 
- Financing food for club meetings 

- Issue with clubs asking for money for only club meetings which are technically open to all 
meetings but only utilized by a small group of students  

- Possibility of having an SGA-discounted rate through Aramark for clubs 
- Tabled until article is brought to the body  

- Attendance policy/meetings 
- Please note the attached blurb on the absence policy. 
- Allocations absences also count towards your absences  

- Smoking stations 
- Updated policy sheet passed out 
- 8 total stations, less than 10% of our domestic population smoke  

- This does not take into account staff or EF students  
- Hope to educate freshman so that they don’t begin smoking at Oglethorpe  
- Need statistics, student opinion to make such a decision  

- Open Forum 
- Possibility of a SGA-published resolution for blue lights (funded by administration)  
- Bowden Magbee trash room -- SGA could fund a second dumpster  
- ACS is asking SGA members to fill out their survey of how accessible/useful their services are for 

students (SURVEY LINK IN EMAIL) 
- Email Mac if you have any suggestions issues with SGA, the way it is run, etc. He will most likely be 

visiting other campuses for advice 
- Announcements 

- Admissions is looking for volunteers - Contact Anna for more info 
- Fall break service day: 4pm Tuesday @TLCC Round-a-bout  

- If you can’t come, you MUST send in an excuse (even if it is not excused) 
- High Museum of Art College-Night is Nov 4th - $5 tickets! 
- Saturday: Little Five Halloween Parade 
- Sunday: Ace Atlanta Dog-Tober Fest 
- Hot Air Balloon Festival -- THIS weekend, $15 tickets  

Absence Policy: 

Each member of SGA shall be allowed two unexcused absences per semester. Unexcused absences beyond this limit 
will result in a request by either the Executive Vice-President or Executive President for that member's resignation. 

Two excused absences are equivalent to one unexcused absence and will result in a request for that member's 
resignation once they have exceeded the maximum allowed amount of absences. Excused absences are ones outlined 

in the Bulletin b. All excused absences must be requested 24 hours in advance  

 



 

Matters or corrections concerning executive minutes may be sent to kmichels@oglethorpe.edu or brought to the 
Secretary at the following Student Government Association meeting. 

mailto:kmichels@oglethorpe.edu

