
Student Government Association  Joint Minutes 
November 5, 2015 

 

Agenda 

- Attendance 
- Correspondence: Mr. Tim Tassopoulos, Chik-fil-A  

- “What is leadership?” 
- Intentional influence: It’s not about position of title, it’s about influencing others in a positive 

way 
- Make sure you have a common goal: Whatever you are trying to accomplish, remain committed and 

move forward together. 
- Q&A: 

- “In the workforce, is there ever a power struggle? And if so, how do you deal with it?” 
- Yes. Lean into the best version of yourself and remind yourself what is best for the 

whole team. Most importantly: Keep oriented to what is best for the group. 
- Sometimes it helps to make the undiscussable discussable. 

- “Was there a point in your career where you saw and desired the senior VP position?” 
- “I never had a position goal.” If you are focused on how you can help/serve, it can 

keep you from getting wrapped up in positions. 
- “What are the things you think we should consider as young leaders for the long run (beyond 

Oglethorpe)?” 
- “The ultimate purpose of leadership is to create more leaders; not followers.” 
- Two wheels to always keep in mind: 1) Keep the common goal in mind/Work at your 

assigned task and 2) Help develop other leaders 
- “How do you find a balance between work and family?” 

- “I kept a Day-In-A-Glance calendar during my time at Oglethorpe where I wrote down 
my long-term goals.” 

- Keep a record of professional, community, etc. 
- Be careful not to overcommit  

- “How do you cope with personality differences?” 
- “Don’t assume another person’s intent.” 
- When you have a personality conflict with someone, you assume that their 

perspective is negative. Don’t assume that they have bad motivations or intent: It may 
just be conflict. Look at the situation from their point of view. 

- “Seek first to understand, not to be understood.” 
- “How do you recommend transitioning between/entering into new environments?” 

- “Don’t assume that you will swap careers/situations often.” If you really like where 
you are, don’t assume you need to switch just because others are 

- Many Oglethorpe graduates stay where they are for a long period of time 
- If you are in a place where you cannot be proud of your work, you need to move onto 

something new. There is no reason to stay. 
- “From a Board of Trustees perspective, what can we (as SGA) work on?” 

- “Engagement leads to satisfaction and satisfaction leads to loyalty. Loyalty is what 
makes a difference in any organization.” 

- “The best way to increase engagement is to increase involvement.” 
- Widen your circle of people you ask to get involved and build your plans around 

engaging the community.  



- Reports: 
- Advisors  

- Student satisfaction inventory survey is coming out soon. Potential survey prizes: 
- 1 Grand prize: Sporting event/Fernbank/Afternoon at Top Golf/Afternoon at GA 

Aquarium for you and five friends 
- 2 $20 Starbucks cards 
- 2 $15 Starbucks cards 
- 10 $10 Starbucks cards 
- Dean Paulder will announce date(s) soon 

- Parking committee will meet soon as well 
- Committee Reports: 

- Community Involvement 
- Met with Director Smalls: 

- Confirmed 5-stage lighting plan, to go as follows: 
- Stage 1 - Fixing outdoor lighting 
- State 2 - Fixing building lights 
- State 3 - Installing automated lighting (motion sensors) 
- Stage 4 - Brush and tree limb clearing 
- Stage 5 - Addressing other lighting needs on campus, as we see fit 

post-stages 1-4 
- Stages 1-3 will occur this semester. Stage 4 should be 

completed by the end of the year. 
- Other projects: 

- Putting in LED lights (beginning with interior and then moving to 
exterior) 

- Working on a handrail/step path on the trail leading up to Greek row 
- SGA/Community involvement committee will take printed maps of campus 

and mark areas where lighting is poor/tree limbs are blocking lights 
- Bluelights: 

- Installing a blue light post at Greek row would be extremely expensive 
due to the power line running from Lupton ($8000 light fee with 
$10,000 cord running fee) 

- However, we may want to look into installing one at Schmidt, 
especially with Gables Brookhaven opening up ($8000 light fee with 
$1000 cord running fee) 

- With the recent break in, Director Smalls would like us to make a safety flyer: 
- Encouraging students to “See Something/Say Something” 
- Listing resources on how to report incidents/contact Campus Safety 

- SGA Suggestion: Direct current and new light fixtures towards the ground to 
prevent light pollution on campus 

- Academic Affairs 
- Honors info session Friday at 1pm (Student Commons, TLCC) 

- Food and Health 
- Planning to meet with Dining Services to discuss food options 
- Looking to bring a flu shot truck in for students  
- Food compost option for leftover Dining Hall food 

- Communications 
- Keep sending instagram pictures! 
- SGA Door decs are in the works. Send ideas to Christina  

- Executive Reports: 



- Class presidents: 
- Senior 

- Serving as a Student Observer for the Campus Life committee of the 
Board of Trustees: 

- Buildings and grounds: $3000 spent on improvement on Traer 
- Gables is now Gables Brookhaven, not Gables Oglethorpe  
- Plans for new academic building, will be located where 

Goodman is 
- Junior 

- Looking for ways to better communicate with the junior class 
- Meeting with senate after this meeting 

- Sophomore 
- 2 more events planned for this semester:  

- Thanksgiving banner with hand paint turkeys  
- De-stress event (possibly with puppies) 

- Freshman 
- Discussed having another event before winter: “Cider by the Fire” at 

the TLCC Globe 
- Vice President of Programming 

- Handed out Battle of the Bloody Marsh slap bracelets  
- Battle of the Bloody Marsh: November 6, 4pm on the Quad 

- My Fair Lady food-truck will be there, arrive early to get in line for food! 
- Dead Day’s Eve location has been determined  

- Treasurer 
- Without reserve: $16,704.19 
- With reserve: $31,354.69 
- Allocated to: 

- OUtlet 
- Rehearsal Room C 

- Secretary 
- Parliamentarian 

- Drafted an induction/swear-in to be voted on during New Business  
- Vice President of Senate 
- President 

- Thank you everyone for your reports! 
- We’ve received a big thank you from library staff and student workers for the water 

fountain 
- Old Business 

- Water fountain: 
- Possibility of ribbon cutting with beverages and snacks 
- Ideas: 

- Instagram post 
- SGA water bottles with SGA logo 
- Plaque 
- Committee formed/Tabled until we have values 

- New Business 
- Opening reserve fund: 

- Approved: 7:00pm 
- New total: $31,354.69 for the rest of the semester 

- Swear-in bylaw: 



- Proposed: Section III, Membership: 
- “Upon being elected into office all members of SGA shall be sworn in with the 

following oath of affirmation by the presiding officer: 
- I __________, do solemnly swear/to uphold the office bestowed upon me/ by 

the student body of Oglethorpe University/to the best of my ability/and to 
recognize and uphold/the Constitution of the Student Government 
Association/ as the supreme governing law/. I do further pledge myself/ to 
command the dignity and respect/ of my peers/ as I fulfill all duties of my 
office/ with the interest of all students in mind/ in all the decisions I make/ as 
an officer of the/ Student Government Association of Oglethorpe University. “ 

- Approved: 7:03pm 
- Campus Involvement Petrel Points 

- Proposal passed out 
- Concerns: 

- Declining Petrel Point program interest 
- Discriminating between point types 
- Student apathy 
- Where would it go after SGA approval? 
- Possibility of SGA resolution for the Petrel Point program/addition of a new point 

- Open Forum 
- Upcoming town hall meeting: Start thinking about topics/questions 
- Next week’s visitor: Mr. Norman McKay 
- Possibility of inviting Mr. Lee to talk about the Petrel Point program 

- Announcements 
- Veterans Day panel - Nov 12 at 7pm (Trustee room) 
- Lunch with Drew Charter School (RSVP to Ms. Nash) 
- Philosophy Lecture - Nov 11 
- Tower submission deadline - Nov 13 (email oglethorpetower@yahoo.com) 
- The HIGH Museum of Art’s college night is this weekend 
- “Flux night” this Saturday at 7pm (Edgewood) 

Adjourned 7:22pm 

 

 

Matters or corrections concerning executive minutes may be sent to kmichels@oglethorpe.edu or brought to the 
Secretary at the following Student Government Association meeting. 

mailto:kmichels@oglethorpe.edu

